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Ready for the Show 


Concordia’s theatre department sets the stage for its students 


by David King 
december 1999 Reaching for the stars, the microbes — 
volume 22 and the mind 
number 4 “Science for Dummies” courses, such as the two being offered 


this year at Concordia, make us all a bit smarter 
by Sylvain Comeau 


Alumni Profile: Taking Flight 

|4 Loyola alumnus Patrick Martin is intent on making Aéroports 
de Montréal International a player on the world airport scene 
by Philip Fine 
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Some Class Acts 


his issue features our regular 

assorted lot, including stories 

on the theatre department, the 
value of science education and Aéro- 
ports de Montréal International presi- 
dent Patrick Martin, as well as an 
elongated Class Acts section. The class 
notes section of an alumni magazine — 
our Class Acts — is among the most 
important features of any alumni 
journal. It serves as an effective 
way for grads to tell their class- 
mates and others what changes 
are going on in their lives, and 
for the rest of us to keep up 
with fellow alums. 

It never fails to amaze me 
how diverse and far afield our 
alumni are: in this issue alone 
there are submissions from Aus- 
tralia, Nigeria and Texas, to name 
just a few. It’s also inspiring to see 
how well so many of you are doing. I 
regularly assign the compiling of the 
Class Acts to my student interns so 
they can observe for themselves 
that, yes, there is hope for an ex- 
citing, fulfilling life after university. 

I never have a shortage of Class Acts, 
which I take as a good sign. As a result, 
however, I have to substantially edit 
most submissions. I include the Class 
Acts based on the order they come in, 
and once the pages are full, I have to 
bump the submissions to the subse- 
quent issue. 

This issue’s Class Acts section is ex- 
panded to include as many as possible. 
To remind you, the March 2000 Con- 
cordia University Magazine will cele- 
brate the University’s 25th anniversary. 
The magazine will be glossier and 
roughly twice its normal length, but 
most of our regular features, including 
Class Acts, will be absent. Id like to 








WELL, You DID 


ACTS IN YouR 
Last Issue / 








thank our sponsors, Transcontinental, 
Manulife Financial and Sprint Canada, 
our advertisers and Concordia’s 25th 
anniversary committee for helping 
make the issue possible. For those of 
you who plan to submit a Class Act 
soon, you ll have to wait until June 
2000 to see your name in print. 
Speaking of class acts, this issue 
marks the end of an era and the begin- 
ning of another for two individuals fa- 
miliar to many of you. Ann Vroom, 
who had been Concordia’s Director of 
Alumni Affairs for 10 years, has moved 
up within the University to become Ex- 
ecutive Director of Recruitment, a new 
portfolio (see the news story, page 5, 
and Ann’s farewell, page 32). Under her 
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leadership, the Alumni Office and the 
Concordia University Alumni Associa- 
tion began just about all their signifi- 
cant programs. Ann has been a 
tremendous leader for Alumni — as 
any of the thousands of grads who 
have met her through the years can 
attest. For those of you in our chap- 
ters who are disappointed that you 
won't be seeing her at events, worry 
not: Ann will be travelling as much as 
ever, and she may soon be calling on 
your support for student recruitment. 
Moving into Ann’s chair will be 
Gabrielle Korn, BA 88, who has been 
with Advancement and Alumni Affairs 
for 12 years, the last five as Assistant Di- 
rector of Alumni Affairs. Gabrielle’s 
baby over the past few months has been 
the alumni on-line program, which 
has been up and running since 


e __ early September. The impres- 
sive results can be viewed at 
http://alumni.concordia.ca. 


os Gabrielle’s wealth of knowl- 


edge of university alumni activ- 

ity throughout North America, as 
well as her passionate dedication (she’s 
the first one in the office each morning 
and one of the last to leave) will help 
her lead us into the next century well 
prepared. Still more changes face 
Alumni Affairs, as we will soon join the 
fundraisers and systems folk in a com- 
bined Advancement department, under 
new Executive Director Tamas Zsolnay, 
BA 86. Stay tuned for further updates, 
and until March, have a good Y2K. ® 


Howard Bokser, 
Editor, MBA 1985 
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Oscar Peterson’s Concert Hall 





Oscar Peterson at the naming of the Oscar 
Peterson Concert Hall. 


n October 16, music and excite- 

ment filled the air at Concordia’s 

570-seat concert hall on the Loy- 
ola Campus as the University officially 
renamed the venue the Oscar Peterson 
Concert Hall after the Montreal jazz 
legend. “It’s a great pleasure and mile- 
stone in my career to have this concert 
hall named after me in my hometown,” 
said Peterson, who was in attendance. 

The evening featured the unveiling of 
a new sign to be mounted in the atrium 
and musical tributes to Peterson by ac- 
claimed bandleader Vic Vogel and the 
jazz quartet of Concordia music profes- 
sor Wray Downes, Dave Young, Michel 
Lambert and Richard Ring. Charles El- 
lison, Concordia music professor and 
director of Jazz Studies, spoke to the 
audience: “Concordia University recog- 
nizes the enormous contribution of Os- 
car Peterson to music, culture and 
education. We are appreciative of our 
relationship with Mr. Peterson. We are 
immensely proud.” 
Among Peterson’s accomplishments 

are 13 honorary doctorates, the Gover- 
nor General of Canada’s Performing 


Arts Award and a lifetime achievement 
Grammy Award. In 1997, Concordia 
presented him with the Loyola Medal, 
its highest award. 

Born in 1925, Peterson was raised in 
Montreal’s St. Henri district. By the age 
of 14, his music was rocking the air- 
waves of national radio. 1999 marks 50 
years since his debut at New York’s 
Carnegie Hall, sparking his career on 
the world stage. 


CJC Donates Building 
The Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC) 
had a special gift for Concordia Univer- 
sity. “We are pleased to be donating 
Samuel Bronfman House to Concordia 
University,” CJC President Moshe Ro- 
nen announced at a mid-day reception, 
September 15. “We believe that these 
new arrangements will benefit the 
Canadian Jewish Congress and the en- 
tire Jewish community.” The building, 
located at the corner of Céte des Neiges 
and Docteur Penfield in Montreal, has 
housed the CJC national headquarters 
and archives since it was built in 1970. 
Most of its resources and personnel 
have moved to Ottawa and the regional 
offices will move to the recently opened 
Jewish Community Campus of Mon- 
treal. The archives will remain at 
Samuel Bronfman House, accessible to 
the community and Concordia profes- 
sors and students. Eleven Concordia 
academic departments will move to the 
new building, including the Institute for 
Quebec and Canadian Jewish Studies, 
the Montreal Institute for Genocide 
and Human Rights Studies and the 
Centre for Community and Ethnic 
Studies. 

Rector Frederick Lowy gladly wel- 
comed the new addition to the Concor- 
dia family. He said, “This generous gift 
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underlines the close ties between the 
University and Montreal’s ethnic com- 
munities, including the Jewish commu- 
nity, and will allow us to further 
develop these important areas of teach- 
ing and research.” 


Concordia to launch new 
University Recruitment Office 
Beginning in May 2000, Concordia will 
have a new University Recruitment Of- 
fice, responsible for all student recruit- 
ment. The office was created in response 
to the recommendations of the Enrol- 
ment Management Project (EMP) and 
the need to coordinate recruitment ac- 
tivities across the University. 

Ann Vroom, who had been Concor- 
dia’s Director of Alumni Affairs since 
1989, began as the Recruitment Office’s 
Executive Director on October 1. She is 
now busy setting up the new office’s in- 
frastructure as well as developing and 
implementing recruitment strategies 
and goals, and studying recruitment 
initiatives of Concordia’s faculties and 
of other universities. Vroom is working 
in coordination with Concordia’s Of- 
fice of the Registrar and the EMP. & 

— Melissa Duncan 
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Concordia University Magazine welcomes 
readers’ comments. Letters should include 
the writer's full name, address, school(s), 
degree(s) and year(s) of graduation for 
alumni. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. Correspondence should be 
sent to the Editor, Office of Alumni Affairs, 
Concordia University, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Blvd. W., BC-101, Montreal, 
Que., H3G 1M8. Fax: (514) 848-2826, 
e-mail: howardb@coral.concordia.ca 
http://alumni.concordia.ca/magazine 
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By HOWARD BOKSER 


n The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy fearfully declares, “Lions and tigers and bears, 

oh my!” But in the new children’s book My Four Lions (Annick Press, 

$7.95), lions are the cherished companions and protectors of a little boy 
who regularly arrives home after school to an empty apartment, waiting for his 
mother to return from work. The boy shares pizza with his imaginary friends, 
the four lions, and tells them stories to keep them brave. The touching fable was 
written by Montreal writer and poet Bernice Gold, BFA 84, her first venture into 
children’s literature. The illustrations, by Kingston artist and librarian Joanne 
Stanbridge, MA 88, convey the right tone of beauty and loneliness. The com- 
bined words and pictures result in a gentle, moving work. 


by Bernice Gold art by Joanne Stanbridge F So, 


For the past several years, Montreal photographer Linda Rutenberg, BA 74, MFA 86, has end- ° 
lessly wandered Mount Royal Park, camera in hand, capturing the mountain and its visitors 
in both its glorious and intimate moments. 
In Mount Royal (Les Amis de la Montagne, $50), Rutenberg’s artistic composition and use 


of infrared photography lends familiar Mount Royal sites and scenes — the Cross, Beaver 
Lake, runners, Tam Tam partiers — a never-seen-before feel. Coupled with prose and poetry 
by the likes of A.M. Klein and Yvon Deschamps, Mount Royal provides a fresh and elegant take 
on the city’s centrepiece. (A deluxe edition is available for $100 from Les Amis de la Montagne.) 7 
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very spring, two to three hundred young actors, play- 
wrights, designers and other theatre hopefuls from 
across Canada find themselves asking for directions 

to the theatre department on Concordia’s Loyola Cam- 
pus. They’re eventually pointed to the TJ Building, just off 
campus, hidden at the corner of West Broadway and Terre- 
bonne. The theatre department headquarters resembles little 
more than the elementary school it once was, with stark hall- 
ways, three-foot-high water fountains and an abandoned, 
unzoned parking lot in back. But the fledgling artists haven’t 





much time to notice; they’re on their way to auditions 
and interviews to determine who will be among the 
64 accepted to the Fine Arts degree specializations 
in Playwriting, Theatre Performance, Major in 
Theatre, Design for the Theatre or Drama for 
Human Development. 

The demand for the theatre program — only 
one in five applicants are admitted — attests 
to its strong reputation, and with 13 full-time 
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Above, theatre students Margaret Thompson and Dominic Longo 
being directed by Lise Ann Johnson, and below, Sean McCall 
and Michele Girouard, in rehearsal for Vinegar Tom. The play 

is part of their production course, which requires 120 hours of 
rehearsals spread out over six weeks. 












faculty, 10 part-timers and 10 staff, the department appears 
more resilient than ever. At the same time, the theatre 
department has been working to redefine itself, to find how 
to provide the most appropriate university education for its 
students and how to prepare them for what lies ahead. That’s 
because the department has remained responsive to stu- 
dents’ needs, according to chair Eric Mongerson. “There’s a 
system of production talk-backs and course evaluations that 
help us to find out what’s working each year and what’s 
not,” he says. During Mongerson’s 20 years at Concordia, 
with stints as design program coordinator, production 
coordinator and technical director, he has witnessed 
much transformation in the department, including 

its move to TJ from Hingston Hall in the mid- 

1980s. “Programs used to be more narrowly 
defined,” he says, “but there’s been a gradual shift 
to reduce the specialization.” A recent reduction in 
mandatory theatre credits now allows students greater 

flexibility in choosing their courses. 

Regardless of their specialization, for theatre students 
academic training continues to play a secondary role to 

hands-on experience. Though core courses include The- 
atre History and Canadian Theatre History, daily classes 
end, for most, with the production course — 120 hours 
of rehearsals spread over six weeks. For the course, some 
students are lucky to get the role they auditioned for at the 
end of the last academic year; others find themselves work- 
ing behind the scenes. 

Performance student Jason Howell agrees that produc- 
tions are the real reason most students enrol, and despite 
the university backdrop, it’s not surprising to find them 
more devoted to rehearsals than to textbooks. “Acting 
classes are essential, but it’s Production where I apply 
everything I learn,” Howell says. “For me, the real truth 
is in front of the audience.” 

Even though he earned scholarship offers to Toronto’s 
Ryerson Polytechnic and York universities, and notwith- 
standing that he saw a Concordia student production that 
he didn’t like, Howell accepted a last-minute audition at the 
University. “It was a bit of a fluke,” he recalls. “I didn’t think 
I would get in, but I got a letter that I was first on the waiting 
list. Only 10 minutes after that, I got a phone call that I'd 
been accepted.” Howell decided to stay in his native Mon- 
treal, where he had already been active with local companies 
Intermission Theatre and Farthingdale Productions. 

Now, two years later, Howell begins his day with classes in 
“ensemble” acting and Voice and Movement, and ends with 
Production, a course that’s often accompanied by weekend 
rehearsals and a lot of “red tape” in scheduling electives. For 
students like Howell, being secluded in the theatre depart- 
ment has advantages. “It does feel like your own little world 
here, and there’s very little time to get involved with the 
University and student groups. But it’s nice in a way that 
there’s that communal feeling.” 


concordia university magazine december 1999 





l0 


Opportunity 
Mongerson acknowledges that the theatre program “is heav- 
ily biased towards the practical. Having said that, it’s a uni- 
versity, not a conservatory.” His goal, therefore, is to ensure 
the right balance between academic and applied courses. 
Mongerson, who teaches first-year Introduction to Design, 
says students are well aware going in that theatre “is not 
computer science, there are no guarantees. There never have 
been. I think we’re very up front about that in talking to 
potential students.” Tellingly, the department’s non-manda- 
tory Theatre Administration course is only taught bi-annu- 
ally due to low enrolment and scheduling conflicts for most 
theatre students. 

Facilities director Heather Markgraf, BFA 92, tries to con- 
vince students to take full advantage of the practical courses 
given by the department or electives available from other 
faculties. Markgraf, who is also the artistic director of the 
Village Theatre in Hudson, Quebec, teaches a course in pub- 
licity and manages bookings for Concordia’s D.B. Clarke 
Theatre, F.C. Smith Auditorium and Cazalet Studio. She is 
herself a theatre graduate and recalls how autonomous one 
needs to be as a theatre student. “I was a mature student,” 
Markgraf says. “I came in and knew what I wanted to do by 
second year. But to come out $30,000 in debt and trying to 
pay it off as an actor? It’s frightening.” She stresses, “Theatre 
is fun and fabulous for self-development. It teaches you to be 
imaginative and creative. But realistically, I’m not sure how 
many students will end up acting and directing. What they 
do need includes being bilingual, with good writing, math, 
computer and accounting skills.” Markgraf praises the 
theatre program’s effectiveness in developing com- 
munication skills, and adds, “Courses like Stage Man- 
agement and Publicity are hugely important. If you 
don’t have an audience, you don’t have a show.” 


“Material cuts aren't always 
a bad thing,” says Cappelluto. 
“It teaches designers to be 
creative on a limited budget.” 


Ana Cappelluto, coordinator of the design program for six 
of the past seven years, has found her own way of warning 
first-year students about what they’re jumping into. “The 
first day of classes I hand out a thin paperback by David 
Mamet to students about why kids go to theatre school,” 
says the animated Cappelluto. “I ask them, “Why are you 
here, what are you going to do in a few years when there's 
a lack of work?’ ” 

That’s not to say there’s no opportunity in theatre. Cap- 
pelluto, who received her own undergraduate training in 
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Theatre department chair Eric Mongerson, whose coloured gel- 
covered desk lamps give him away as a designer. He says proudly of 
his department, “There have been positive evaluations, high demand 
and a good range of students, including a fair amount from out of 
province, and we have good visibility across the country.” 


design, is quick to reel off a list of highly successful 

design grads, including Cirque du Soleil co-founder 

Gilles St. Croix, BFA 84, and the Cirque’s lighting 

designer, Luc Lafortune, BFA 84 (see sidebar). Unlike 
riskier careers in acting and directing, design students are 
in high demand. She says, “There’s very few design gradu- 
ates who aren’t out there doing something now.” 
As well, Cappelluto says, “We've also been extremely 
successful at placing students at graduate schools in 
the States. I’ve gone out of my way to forge better links 
with Master’s programs such as at Yale and NYU. We’ve got 
a whole ghetto of graduates down there, and six students 
within the last two years have been accepted on full scholar- 
ships.” She adds that several American Ivy League schools 
have been flying in to consult her program and students 
before the URTA (University/Resident Theatre Association) 
National Unified Auditions, North America’s largest annual 
auditions for MFA programs. 

So what about a Master’s in Theatre at Concordia? 
“There’s been talk about it since I’ve been here at one level 
or another,” says Mongerson. “So far we’ve preferred to 
concentrate on the undergraduate program, which has been 
strong, rather than to stretch out when our resources are 
shrinking.” 





Material cuts 

Mongerson allows that dwindling resources can take 
their toll on a department scattered over six locations. 
As students prepare for this year’s productions of Vine- 
gar Tom, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Perfect Relation- 
ships and Les Belles Soeurs, they also have to anticipate 
budget cuts in design materials. “We’ve been able to 
maintain studio class sizes of 16 to 18,” Mongerson 
says, “which is critical and fortunate considering the 
cuts to other departments. But we have been promised 
assistance over the years, and every time it’s been dropped.” 

The productions’ primary venue is the 380-seat D.B. 
Clarke Theatre, located in the Hall Building on the Sir 
George Campus. It recently had all traces of its asbestos 
removed but needs an overhaul of its costly rigging system 
along with a serious cosmetic makeover to help modernize 
the facilities. Mongerson is busy seeking funds for the D.B., 
whose jurisdiction (like that of TJ’s parking lot) has been 
blurred by shared ownerships within the University. Battling 
worse conditions at the F.C. Smith and Cazalet, the depart- 
ment is staging all four productions at the D.B. this year. 
Not unlike their students, being creative has become a daily 
ritual for both Mongerson and Cappelluto. 

“It’s ongoing, but material cuts aren’t always a bad thing,” 
Cappelluto says. “It teaches designers to be creative on a lim- 
ited budget, and that’s the reality out there. We don’t have 
the showcases we used to have every year, nor the infrastruc- 
ture of a technical program. But the students get that “hands 
on’ with productions.” 

Not unlike most theatre professors, Cappelluto is 
extremely interactive with her students, hand-picking them 
carefully and allowing the applicants, who tend to be fran- 
cophone, to meet current design students. Her personal 
approach means forging contacts, finding students summer 
employment grants and securing apprenticeships for them in 
and outside of Montreal. “I’ve already been taking them to 
shows regularly in the first month,” she says. 

Cappelluto reveals that the first year of a theatre student’s 
life can be the most vulnerable, and she is thrilled to be 
teaching text analysis and drawing, with her European 
approach, to newcomers this year. “They're amazed when 
they see what they can do,” she says. “There are some whose 
parents want them to have a theatre degree, and they’re sim- 
ply star-struck. They may have only seen Les Miserables or 
Phantom of the Opera, and I don’t know what they think the- 
atre is. Broadway? Well, that’s fine, it will become Broadway 
for some of them. But I don’t teach that type of theatre. And 
a lot of them want answers when there’s only more interest- 
ing questions. There are no truths here.” @ 


David King, BFA 92, is a graduate of Concordia’s theatre 
performance program. He is a freelance writer and artistic 
director of Montreal’s OUT Productions. 

For more information on upcoming Theatre Department 
productions, visit http://theatre.concordia.ca/show1.html. 







Theatre alumni aren't 
always the easiest to 
keep track of because 

they've gone off in 


$0 many different directions. 


Here is a sampling of what 
some alumni are up to. You 
may recognize a few names — 
or will soon enough. 


Performance 

Acting (except where noted): 

Brendon Beiser, 
TV's The X-Files 

Joe de Paul, 
Cirque du Soleil 

Dean Patrick Fleming, 
co-founder, Montreal 
performing arts school ASM 

André Gingras, dancer/ 
choreographer based 
in Amsterdam 

David Gow, actor and 
playwright 

Paul Hopkins, TV's 

_ More Tales of the City 

Lisa Kagan, founder. 

Montreal's Tricycle 


Productions, and co-founder. 


performing arts school ASM 
Jason Le Cavalier, 
Hollywood stunt man 
Joel David Maurice, Master's 
in Performance. University 
of Arizona 
Leni Parker, TV's 
Star Trek’s Earth: Contact 
Vic Sahay, TV's Radioactive 
and the movie 
Good Will Hunting 
Tara Sloane, TV's Nikita 


Production 
Design: Brigitte Anteuheus, 
New York's Cambridge 
and Brandeis 
Sophie Archambault, designer 
and technical director, 
Montreal's Saidye Bronfman 
Centre (SBC) for the Arts 
Linda Babbin, lighting, Banff 
Francesca Calloway, sets 
and costumes, Stratford 
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Where are they now? 


Christine Jones, Tony- 
nominated design for 
Broadway's The Green Bird 

Luc Lafortune, lighting. 
Cirque du Soleil 

Raymond Marius-Boucher, 
set director, The Duchess 
and the Pig, Théatre du 
Nouveau Monde, nominated 
for two Masque awards 

Claude Poissant, Thédtre 
du Nouveau Monde. 
Thédtre Petit a Petit 


Other 


Andrea Boyd, founder 
of Montreal's Found 
Productions, director of 
the SBC's Youth Institute 

Leah Carson, costumer, TV's 
Twitch City, Dora Mavor 
Moore Award-nominee 

David King, co-founder and 
artistic director. Montreal's 
OUT Productions 

Jack Langedijk, co-artistic 
director, Shakespeare 
in the Park: stage. 
TV and film actor 

David Leblanc, stage manager, 
production assistant, Royal 
Caribbean Cruiselines 

Celine Perron, professor, 
Amherst University, 
Amherst, Mass. 

Gilles St. Croix, co-founder, 
Cirque du Soleil 

Ron Spurles, artistic director. 
Montreal's Imago Theatre 

Harry Stan, playwright. stage. 
TV and film actor. director, 
co-founder P.0.V. Productions 

Helen Turp, general 
manager, SBC 

Paula Vasconcelos, director and 
choreographer, Montreal's 
Pigeons International. 
resident of Usine C 


The theatre department is 

seeking assistance in compiling a 

list of its alumni. If you can help, | 
please call (514) 848-4747. | 
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Reaching for the stars, the 


Science is becoming more popular — good news, say Concordia science professors 


S cience is too hard to learn; you have to be a math 
whiz to study science; you have to be a brainiac. 

That’s what people used to say. Today there is a definite 
shift in the foundation of these long held myths about sci- 
ence and the teaching of science, and with the millennium 


clock ticking away, that foundation may be ready to tumble. 


Just walk into any magazine store and see how many non- 
academic science journals are available. Or turn on the TV 
and notice such kids’ shows as Bill Nye the Science Guy or 


adult fare like this past summer’s Brave New World on ABC. 


The zeitgeist, it appears, is changing. Science is in. 

That’s good, of course, but it’s one thing to want to learn 
science, and another to actually learn it. So Concordia is 
doing its part in tackling the problem of illiteracy — the 
scientific kind. For the 1999-2000 year, the University’s 
Science College has launched two user-friendly science 
_ courses designed for non-science students: From Particles 


Professor Calvin Kalman leading his class, 
From Particles to Galaxies. Concordia science * 


professors insist that because technology's 
role is increasing in our everyday lives, 
improving our scientific literacy is crucial. 





by Sylvain Comeau | photo by Shaun Perry . 


to Galaxies, taught by physics professor Calvin Kalman, and 
From Neurons to Consciousness, by psychology professor 
Michael Von Grunau. Both are debuting in advance of the 
upcoming General Education Requirement, which will 
obligate all Concordia students to take 12 credits outside of 
their field, planned for September 2000. Arts and Science 
Dean Martin Singer says, “The Science College was asked to 
spearhead the development of a number of multidisciplinary 
science courses, and they have responded very well.” The 
courses offer a fundamental, back-to-basics approach for 
students who never learned the basics, and have thus been 
affectionately dubbed “Science for Dummies.” 

Kalman is heartened by increased general interest in sci- 
ence, but interest alone isn’t enough. “There are regular 
sections in newspapers and magazines today devoted to the 
latest scientific discoveries,” Kalman says, “but the problem 
is that even so-called popular science books use a level of 
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discourse that is difficult to follow, even when they don’t 
have any equations. I don’t think that’s necessary; the basic 
concepts of science are not difficult, as long as the language 
you use is free of jargon.” 

Kalman designed his physics course, begun in September, 
with that jargon-free philosophy in mind. “My course pro- 
vides some background on physics, because that is necessary 
for a basic understanding of the material,” he says, “but 
there aren’t any equations or math — and certainly no lab 
work — so that eliminates the main obstacle that someone 
WU sew rlelanre (anlelienliMm@licomiconivelll (em reo 

This approach makes it as challenging but as painless as 
possible to acquire scientific grounding. Kalman says, “The 
course addresses how the universe came into existence, and 
how it evolved. A student who is not going into the sciences 
wants to understand concepts, not calcu- 
lations. For example, physics does tell us 
a lot about the nature of the universe; it 
works on a consistent scientific basis. It is 
not a place of magic and chaos, and there 
is a simplicity underlying the surface 
complexity.” 

Von Grunau’s course, which will debut 
in January, is also modeled to excite the 
curiosity of neophyte science students by 
exploring provocative ideas about con- 
sciousness and the human brain. “The 
course will look at the process by which 
neurons talk to each other, and this results in human 
consciousness, Von Grunau explains. “It will also ask the 
questions, Why do we have self-consciousness at all? Why 
are we not robots simply acting on instinct?” 

The purpose of scientific education is not simply acade- 
mic. Kalman feels that the old adage, knowledge is power, 
is particularly true now with the ascendancy of science and 
technology in our everyday lives. Von Grunau agrees that 
teaching science to a broad base of students is increasingly 
urgent. “We live in a world in which more and more of our 
lives are occupied by and influenced by technology, which 
is the application of hard science.” He continues, “We hear 
about genetically altered food, about artificial insemination, 
about therapies for diseases, and these are all the results of 
science. Much of our tax dollars are going toward science, 
in one way or another, so people should know what they're 
getting for their money, and be able to make informed 
judgements about what they want to support.” 

Science College Principal Geza Szamosi insists that spread- 
ing scientific literacy is the best way of countering “junk sci- 
ence,” in which ill-informed interest groups and others with 





How many 
scientists 
are sitting in 
Parliament? 
None, | believe. 


an axe to grind disseminate scientifically inaccurate view- 
points on current issues in technology. “If people become 

a little more familiar with scientific terms,” Szamosi says, 
“they won’t jump to incorrect conclusions and have knee-jerk 
reactions.” He illustrates: “For example, nuclear magnetic 
resonance is a very powerful measurement technique which 
has been used for 50 years. In the past 10 years or so, it has 
been used for brain imaging as a diagnostic tool. The tech- 
nology is completely harmless, yet the scientific community 
had to change the name to ‘magnetic resonance imaging’ 
because of the negative perception of the word ‘nuclear.’ ” 
He concludes, “A more rational view of science is clearly 
called for.” 

Szamosi and other scientists at Concordia don’t disparage 
the parallel teaching of concepts such as religion, but are 
concerned that a lack of respect for the 
scientific method sometimes causes a 
blurring of the lines. Szamosi says, “Junk 
science can result from religion, for exam- 
ple, as in some parts of the U.S., where 
they do everything in their power to stop 
teaching the theory of evolution.” He is 
referring to a decision in August by the 
Kansas State Board of Education to drop 
evolution from the list of subjects on the 
curriculum. Szamosi asks, incredulously, 
Ms Cenme tm Ueltmeaen eh ima veitie(eemiceyin 
courses on biology?” 

Closer to home, Szamosi wonders about the priorities and 
levels of scientific literacy among our elected representatives: 
“How many scientists are sitting in Parliament? None, | 
believe.” If there were — or if Canada’s decision makers had 
been required to take more science in university — Szamosi 
suggests that research funding might not be so dominated by 
short-term thinking. “If you promise that your research will 
have a quick, practical application, you are more likely to get 
funding,” he says. “But applied and basic, fundamental 
research are both needed and necessary. Politicians often say 
that government is only going to support science which is 
useful. If we already knew what is useful, why would we need 
research? If you already know where the gold is, what’s the 
use of prospecting?” 

The new curiosity for science is healthy for us all. Echoing 
Kalman, Szamosi warns that ignorance of science gives too 
much power to the elite. “If we don’t mind handing every- 
thing over to a few politicians and technicians,” he says, 
“then scientific literacy is irrelevant, of course.” @ 


Sylvain Comeau ts a Montreal freelance writer. 


concordia university magazine december 1999 


I3 












I4 





is well connected to the local transportation 
: Dominic Taddeo, L BCom 59, is president of 
the Port of Montreal, while Marco Mingarelli, L BA 69, 
L BCom 73, and Patrick Martin, L BSc 69, hold high- 
ranking positions with Aéroports de Montréal (ADM), 
the company that manages Dorval and Mirabel airports. 
Mingarelli is president of Aéroports de Montréal Capital, 
ADM’s subsidiary established to participate financially in 
development projects. Patrick Martin is president of Aéroports 
de Montréal International, which offers consulting services 
for airports around the world in areas from management, 
planning and design to operations, security and training. 

We caught up with Patrick Martin in his downtown 
Montreal offices, not an easy task since this man is constantly 
(and literally) on the fly. 


complain about seeing a city only through its airport. 
His destination is the airport. 

Martin, as president of Aéroports de Montréal Interna- 
tional (ADM1I), flies around the globe to bid or check up on 
international airport projects that cross the gamut from run- 
way certifications to major expansions. ADMI, which began 
operations in 1997, is positioning itself to vie for some of the 
growing air terminal needs of our planet. The World Bank 
estimates those needs will amount to $400 billion in infra- 
structure investment in the next 10 to 15 years. China, with 
still too few terminals, Latin America, planning to make up 
for some past lean years, and Africa, having fallen behind in 
industry standards, offer a few examples of the tremendous 
potential for ADMI. In its three-year history, the subsidiary 
has undertaken some 50 assignments in 37 countries — 
including four provinces and the Canadian north — and in 
1999 expects to post revenues of $60 million. ADMI is also 
responsible for the design and construction at Montreal’s 
Dorval and Mirabel airports and for Dorval’s expansion 
project. 


| nlike many business travellers, Patrick Martin doesn’t 
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BY PHILIP FINE 
DHOGO BY SPYPOS BOUPBOULIS 


ADMI’s competitive advantages, as Martin sees them, 
include having highly qualified engineers and transportation 
experts, linguistic flexibility, a rich transportation history 
and close contacts with the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) and the International Air Transport 
Association, both based in Montreal. Worldwide, there are 
only about 15 outfits which offer airport management ser- 
vices to global clients. “Most airports where you would find 


such expertise are too busy with 

their own expansion,” says the 

personable Martin from his 21st- Marcin CIGES 

floor office, its window taking 

in a big swath of the Montreal d oIMPLE 

skyline. Only one other North PeaSon WHY 

American airport, Vancouver’s, 

bids outside its own city. Having He OPES Dash 

already won contracts as part of 

some extensive international con- ally Barrier: 

sortia, Martin is confident that cep 

ADMI will continue to be well | Ml d BIG Crazy 

School and continued there sl 

through college. He believes his MOGIVaGED. 

Jesuit schooling prepared him 

wonderfully for his current wide range of responsibilities. 

The Loyola curriculum, 

Martin recently wrote, “was inspired by the vision that an 

individual lives in a global village and that the education ... 
Martin graduated with a BSc in 1969, before Loyola 

offered an engineering program. He soon completed a 

master’s degree in engineering at Carleton University in 

Ottawa, then, through the 1970s and early ’80s, supervised 

and developed overseas work for engineering giant Lavalin 

(now SNC-Lavalin), including national transportation plans 

—— 


positioned to compete globally. 
Martin attended Loyola High 

was not an end in itself but rather a taste of the wonders of 

knowledge that await in the ‘real’ world beyond.” 


ge 








in the Caribbean and Africa. With the international financ- 
ing experience gained at Lavalin he moved on to the Société 
Général de Financement du Québec. Martin soon set off to 
fly solo, drumming up international business for such giants 
as Westinghouse. He began at ADMI when the company 
started operations, in 1997. 

Martin does not let himself be intimidated by the size of 
competing firms, something he takes not just as a personal 
credo but as a prescription for our national psyche. He 
believes Canadians have to realize they have nothing to worry 
about when it comes to their capacity to tackle major interna- 
tional projects. “We've got to get out of our shells here and go 
out and attack the world,” he says emphatically. “There’s a 
huge market out there and we don’t have to be shy about our 
own level of expertise. We always think, “Are we good enough 
to complete with these big corporations and these big 
nations?’ It’s just image they've created for themselves. 


Patrick Martin, president 

of Aéroports de Montréal 
International, in his offices 
overlooking downtown 
Montreal. Martin maintains 
close ties to his alma mater 
as a member of the Loyola 


Alumni Association board. | 


yen 


We can compete with all of them. We have a fantastic 
base here in Montreal from which to attack this market.” 

Martin admits there are still challenges facing ADMI, 
such as the need to raise sufficient capital to contend for 
some of the larger projects. He has been seeking out major 
investors, getting on the phone to pension fund managers 
and other parties who might be interested in airport financ- 
ing. He cites a simple reason why he gets past any barrier: 
“Tm a bit crazy and highly motivated.” 

As he makes plans to visit more foreign terminals, as well 
as concerning himself with responsibilities closer to home 
such as the master plan for Dorval and Mirabel’s next 20 
years, Martin will keep flying into cities to see how he can 
put into their airports some of Montreal’s expertise. 


Philip Fine, BFA 86, GrDip (journ.) 94, is a Montreal writer. 
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t could have been about 

numbers: 700; 13; 3,000; 

45-0; 200; 25. A record 700 

people attended the Abitibi- 

Consolidated Lecture on 
Thursday evening to hear the hu- 
mour and political commentary 
of Mordecai Richler; Friday 
evening, the always popular Rec- 
tor’s Dinner for the reunion class 
years also honoured L. Jacques 
Ménard, L BCom 67, as the 13th 
recipient of the prestigious Loy- 
ola Medal; on Saturday after- 
noon at Loyola Stadium, 3,000 
fans were treated to a 45-0 rout 
by the Concordia Stingers over 
the McGill Redmen, in the 
Homecoming and Shriners Cup 
Game; and Saturday night, more 
than 200 people whooped it up 
at Ignatius & Georgina’s Comedy 
Wedding, a mock wedding/din- 
ner theatre celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of Concordia. But, 
as always, Homecoming 99 was 
about so much more. In the end, 
countless individuals had a won- 
derful time. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 


ABITIBI-CONSOLIDATED LECTURE 


Mordecai Richler (at near right) enjoys a moment with 
Concordia history professor Graeme Decarie, S BA 60, 
after his near-sellout Hall Building lecture. Following 
Professor Decarie’s witty introduction, the celebrated 
Canadian novelist and columnist acerbically attacked not 
only Quebec nationalists but Canadians outside of Quebec, 
radio talk show hosts and book publishers, among others. Yet 
Richler also politely answered questions from the audience and 
graciously received well-wishers at a reception following the talk. 
Could it be that the self-described curmudgeon is softening up? 









OMeCOMING 


PHOTOS BY HAROLD ROSENBERG 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1 


REcCTOR’S DINNER 


Over 100 graduates from years ending in 4 and 9 joined Concordia dignitaries and 
friends at the Rector’s Dinner. Among those celebrating their 50th anniversary were 
(below, from left) Lionel Walsh, S BCom 49, and his wife Terry, William Johnson, L BA 
49, and Maurice Malone, L BSc 49. Guests, including Dr. Frank Dougherty, S BCom 
59 (pictured below, far right, with Caroline Sigouin of University Archives), enjoyed 
reuniting with old friends and perusing photos and yearbooks from their school days. 





THE LOYOLA MEDAL 


l 





Celebration of the century 


L. Jacques Ménard, L BCom 67, is a hero to many Montrealers for helping save 
the Expos, as Chairman of the baseball club. But the Loyola graduate is also 
President of the Bank of Montreal Group of Companies, Quebec, Chairman of the 
Board of Hydro-Québec and was Leadership Division Chair of Concordia’s Campaign 
for a New Millennium. To honour his outstanding achievements, Ménard, flanked 
(at right) by Homecoming 99 co-chair Alex Carpini, L BA 74, and Loyola Alumni 
Association President Claude St. Amour, L BCom 63, was awarded the 1999 
Loyola Medal at this year’s Rector’s Dinner. The Medal, initiated in 1961 by Loyola 
College and the Alumni Association, is presented biannually to a man or woman 
whose “character, philosophy and contribution have enriched the heritage of 
Canada and humanity.” The previous 12 recipients include Governor General Georges 
Vanier, Paul-Emile Cardinal Léger, Jean Drapeau, and, in 1997, Oscar Peterson. 
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HOMECOMING GAME 


While Concordia’s football Stingers were 
manhandling the McGill Redmen 45-0, an 
enthusiastic crowd included alumni who 
enjoyed pre- and post-game festivities 
and company. Helping to kick off the 
game were (far left, from left) 
Homecoming co-chair Alex Carpini, 
L BA 74, Rector Frederick Lowy, 
Homecoming co-chair and Interim Chair 
of Concordia’s Board of Governors 
Lillian Vineberg, BFA 83, CUAA president 
Elaine Arsenault, BA 83, and Association 
of Alumni Sir George Williams president David 
Brown, S BA 70. Among the Concordia boosters 
were Flo Yaffe, S BA 61 (left), of Toronto, who chatted 


IGNATIUS AND GEORGINA’S COMEDY WEDDING: with Lillian Vineberg. 
HONEYMOON? WHAT HONEYMOON? 


By BarBARA BLACK 


Who doesn't love a wedding? And those 
on hand October 2 at Buffet Roma in St. 
Leonard certainly delighted in /gnatius & 
Georgina’s Comedy Wedding: Honeymoon? 
What Honeymoon? The brilliant idea, 
cooked up by the Office of Alumni Affairs, 
was a mock wedding between the 
personifications of Loyola College and Sir 
George Williams University to celebrate 
Concordia’s 25th anniversary year. 

MA in creative writing student Kirk 
Johnson authored the play, an ambitious 
Romeo-and-Juliet story of courtly love and 
domestic intrigue, with sumptuous 
costumes and Shakespearean cadences. 
The “Merger Players,” as they styled 
themselves, rose magnificently to the 
occasion. Volunteers from the ranks of 
Concordia alumni and staff were 
supplemented by several professional 
actors, ably directed by Heather Markgraf, 
BFA 92, Concordia Theatre Facilities 


Director, CUAA secretary and head of the Revellers: |t was hard to tell the cast from the guests 


Village Theatre in Hudson, Quebec. at ignatius and Georgina’s Comedy Wedding as 
“Oyez, oyez!” shouted the town crier everyone got in the spirit (clockwise from top): 
(Ron Spurles, BFA 92), directing the 200 Danielle Skene as the jester, Corey Castle as 
guests into a room with a raised dais. A Father Fitzsimmon and Alex Carpini as Count 
sprightly jester (Danielle Skene) set the Loyola; Queen Williams, a.k.a. Sandra-Lynn Spina, 
scene for the action. The dashing Count and Rector Frederick Lowy; Abe Drennan as 
Loyola (Homecoming co-chair Alex Carpini) Prince Ignatius and Mona Rutenberg as Princess 
had been driven by circumstance to seek a Georgina; wedding guests including John Freund, 
profitable union between his son (early L BCom 64 (centre), join the Conga line; and Gail 
childhood education student Abe Drennan) Webster, BA 84, Stephen Webster, S BSc 69, Dr. Rita 
and the daughter (Mona Rutenberg, BFA Shane, S BA 37, and Carolyn and Brian Neysmith, BSc 66. 


82) of the despised Williams clan. Father 
Fitzsimmon (Corey Castle) was hard to 


convince, because he already had a lot to wedding, with its familiar words of hope ground!” Instantly, the guests were up on 
contend with. Young women in short skirts and promise, was genuinely touching. their feet, doing a wild, arm-waving version 
seemed to be everywhere, and the Loyola The actors stayed in character in the of that wedding-reception classic, YMCA. 
family had always been wary of the banquet hall, and an epiphany of sorts Johnson, Markgraf, the crew, led by 
Williamses. was reached when the bride’s brother (Carl stage manager Kathy Hedrich, and cast, 

Enter King Williams (alumnus Albert Kouri, BA 98) started to leave in a fit of who also included Laurence Chriqui, BA 
Redman) and Queen Williams (Marketing pique. Up leapt earnest proselytizers 94, as the handmaiden and Colin Worrell, 
Communications director Sandra-Lynn Howard Bokser, Charles Emond, Claude BFA 98, as the D.J., received heartfelt 
spina, BA 90), with their sobbing daughter, Jacob and Garry Milton, who admonished ovations from the appreciative audience. A 
Georgina, in tow. Naturally, the young him, “Young man, there’s no need to feel wonderful way to end a marvellous { 
couple hit it off immediately, and the down. Young man, pick yourself off the weekend. 
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AROUND THE CORNER AND AROUND THE WORLD 


Allied International is pleased to announce its new partnership with the Concordia University Alumni Association. 


Allied International offers a prearranged discount on all local, national and international moves through a designat- 
ed personal coordinator who is assigned to Concordia alumni. And, if you choose Allied International, a percentage 
of your bill will be donated to the alumni association. 


For Concordia discount rates, please contact Oscar Torio (B Admin ’83) toll free at 1-877-636-7676, ext. 226, 
e-mail him at alintmon@apmdelstar.com, fax him at (514) 636-8759 or visit Allied on the web at www.alliedintl.com 


ALLIED Concordia 


: UNIVERSITY 
The Careful Movers 


To get where you're going takes hard work, determination and... FOCUS 
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As a graduate, you could earn a $1,000 rebate from the purchase or lease of a new WeiveMte Blilecliimiy(ocatta acetate tates ao 
; I £ 


For qualification details, or if you would like to receive a FREE Ford Graduate Information Kit, call 1-800-387-5535, 


SE es ‘ . . . ie ; 
°F or visit our website at www.ford.ca/grad. For full product information, drop by your local dealer and check out the showroom. 
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CHRISTIAN FLEURY 





The Andrew Homzy Jazz Orchestra at the Campaign Closing Celebration. 


ne of the toughest tasks of any 

fundraising campaign is deter- 

mining the goal. After long de- 
liberation and consultation, Concordia 
decided back in 1996 to set its sights for 
the Campaign for a New Millennium at 
$55 million —a figure which some 
considered overly optimistic. 

At its Closing Celebration, October | 
at Concordia’s Oscar Peterson Concert 
Hall, the Campaign team — and 
donors — humbled even the optimists: 
it was announced to the enthusiastic 
crowd of donors, volunteers, faculty, 
staff and students that the Campaign 


had raised an aston- 
ishing $77,075,599. 
The event's first- 
class entertainment, 
included a lively mul- 
timedia presentation, 
remarks by recent 
graduates Monica 
Conway, BSc 99, and 
Robert Laliberte, 
BCom 99, Rector 
Frederick Lowy, 
Petro-Canada presi- 
dent and CEO James 
Stanford, L BSc 58, 
Italian Chamber of Commerce executive 
director Marianna Simeone, BA 86, 
Campaign chair Ronald Corey and stu- 
dent (and campaign caller) Divine 
Agodzo, who announced the final tally. 
The show was wrapped up by a rousing 
performance of Duke Ellington numbers 
by the Andrew Homzy Jazz Orchestra. 
Concordia fundraisers aren't about to 
rest. This year’s Annual Giving Cam- 
paign has already begun, chaired by 
Peter Kruyt, BCom 78, Vice-President 
of Power Corporation of Canada and 
President of Power Broadcasting Inc. 
Kruyt was a special gift volunteer for the 


Our thanks goes to the following gold level ($500 and up) 
corporate sponsors for their generous support of the Shuffle: 


PVs) s)(-B@-lal-ler-| 
Asbex Ltd. 
Carlson Wagonlit Travel 


Continuing Education 
CUPFA (Concordia 


Raleigh Industries 
of Canada 


Central Microsystems 

Concordia Computer 
Store 

Concordia University 
Bookstores 

Concordia University 
Printing Services, 


University Part-Time 
Faculty Association) 
Brie \ielale 
Delta Airlines 
(aelame) A @-lal-[e-| 
ela cen @-lar-ler-| 
Pepsi-Cola Canada 


William M. Mercer 
iiese@r-laicels 

Chateau Versailles 
Maritime Plaza Hotel 

GF TalelaBale)cie-lale mit li cot 
Le Nouvel Hotel 
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Capital Campaign. The Annual Giving 
pledges raised by student callers are ear- 
marked for Concordia’s greatest needs 
— most often scholarships, fellowships 
and bursaries — as well as faculty devel- 
opment, library acquisitions, research 
and creative projects and athletics. 


10th Annual 
Concordia Shuffle 





n September 24, an overcast but 

dry fall day, more than 520 staff, 
faculty, students, grads and friends par- 
ticipated in the 10th Annual Concordia 
Shuffle, raising over $71,000 for student 
scholarships and bursaries. The event 
began in the McConnell Building 
Atrium at the Sir George Campus with 
the official launch of Concordia’s 25th 
anniversary (see page 21), and ended at 
the Loyola Campus with the Rectors’ Re- 
ception with music by the band Group 
Therapy, led by Chris Malazdrewicz, BA 
78, and George Mota, BCom 82. The 
Physical Resources Department (above) 
won the first Shuffle Spirit Award for 
their support and strong departmental 
participation over the past few years. 
Over its 10 years, the Shuffle has raised 
in excess of $470,000. 
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UNIVERSIT Y 


Real education for the real world 
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Give the gift that will make their eyes light up, a Clearnet PCS phone. 












lt comes with plans that include unlimited local evening and weekend 


calling, 200 anytime minutes and standard extras like caller ID, voice 
200 minutes, caller ID, voice mail, 
mail and call waiting. There's no contract to sign and we also include call waiting, billing by the second, 


a 30 day money back guarantee on the phone. To find out more reach free local calls on your birthday, no 


us at 1-888-498-3333 and quote CONO1. The future is friendly 


activation fee, no contract to sign. 


The above plus unlimited 
weekend calling. 













The above plus unlimited 
Now, get a free leather case with the purchase of a Clearnet PCS phone? weekend + evening calling 


A portion of all sales goes to support Concordia initiatives.’ 


System licensing and long distance charges ext 


© Clearnet PCS Inc. "Trademarks used under licence from Clearnet Communications Inc. *Retail value from $59.99. *Phone must be activated for more than 30 days 








25th Anniversary Launch ; 










ancers, celebrities, a video, balloons, noisemakers — the - 

official launch of Concordia’s 25th anniversary had it all. . 

More than 500 Concordia alumni, faculty, staff and friends 
(right) squeezed into the McConnell Building Atrium, September 
24, to help launch the University’s special year. With students from 
Concordia’s dance department whirling on stage to the beat of songs 
from the ’70s, ’80s and ’90s, student Claude Jacob, Rector Frederick 
Lowy and local broadcasters Jaimie Orchard, BA 91, and Terry Di- 
Monte (far right) worked up the crowd. The upbeat video, compiled by 
Concordia’s Marketing Communications director Sandra-Lynn Spina, 
BA 90, Lisa Graves, MA 99, of Concordia’s Office of Academic Technol- 
ogy, and Carl Kouri, BA 98, of Marketing Communications, depicted the ) 
University through the years by way of images and interviews. ? d % —_ SHAUN PERRY 
Concordia 25: blast-off! | wail 


Join us at Concordia’s Open House, January 21-22 http://www.concordia.ca/openhouse or call (514) 848-4957 





As advertised in the September 99 Concordia University Magazine 


Share the Memories 


Let us know your stories of what you remember best about Concordia, Loyola or Sir George, and of the people who influenced 
you the most. Jot down your favourite Concordia, Loyola and/or Sir George recollection in up to 300 words, and send it to us by 
mail, fax or e-mail. We'll edit and compile all of the submissions to include in a Share the Memories collection booklet. We're 
looking forward to hearing from you. Share your memories. Send them to the address or e-mail at the bottom of this page. 


Reconnect Lost Alumni — 
and win a glorious trip across Canada from Via Rail and stay at the Delta Pinnacle in Vancouver! 
Help us Reconnect Lost Alumni. For each three lost alumni that you help us locate, you'll be entered in a draw for a fabulous Via 


Rail trip for two across Canada, including a two-night stay at the new Delta Pinnacle in Vancouver. For a complete listing of lost 
alumni, visit our alumni homepage: http://alumni.concordia.ca. The draw will be held at Homecoming 2000. Help us reconnect! 


FESS es a ee a re eR I ne a 4 
! Your name, degree & year: “Found” alumni name, degree & year: ! 
| 
! address: address: | 
province/state:___—s country: code: province/state:____—s country: code: 
| home or business phone: : fax: home or business phone: fax: ; 
1 @mail: e-mail: 
I Ea, = —_ Naren tee au Te SNR ES EST rT an e 
If you have stories to share or more names to submit, please make photocopies of this form. Please mail to Office of Alumni Affairs } | 
BC-101, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., Montreal, Qc H3G 1M8; or fax to (514) 848-2826; or e-mail: alumni@coral.concordia.ca 
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Kong 


The Concordia Hong Kong 
Foundation Scholarship 

The Concordia Hong Kong 
Foundation Scholarship is an 
initiative of a group of Hong Kong 
alumni: president William Yip, S BA 67, 
HonLLD 98; Roger Yuen, BCom 78, MBA 
84; Kenny Tam, B Com 75; H.K. Chan, BA 

77; Satti Wong, BCSc 78, MCSc 82; Dennis Y.M. 

Chan, BCom 77; Dennis L.C. Chan, BCom 91; and Rita Ng, BSc 87. 
It was launched by Yip and Rector Frederick Lowy at a reception at 
the Hong Kong Club on November 8. Also attending was Foundation 
Patron André Desmarais, BCom 78, Annual Giving Chair Peter Kruyt, 
BCom 78, and Associate Vice Rector Christopher Hyde. The 
Foundation’s first renewable entrance scholarship was inducted and 
presented to a Computer Science student from Hong Kong, Chau Kim 
Ping (left) by Christopher Hyde at the Undergraduate Scholarships 
Ceremony at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, October 27. 







Allied International 

Buffet Roma 

Concordia Alumni 
Student Team 

Concordia University 
Alumni Association 

Loyola Alumni 
Association 

The cast & crew of 
Ignatius & 
Georgina’s Comedy 
Wedding 


Concordia Departments: 
Advancement 

Archives 

Athletics 

Bookstores 

Conference Services 
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We gratefully acknowledge the support 
and generosity of our colleagues and sponsors 
for contributing to the success of Homecoming weekend. 


Theatre 


Theatre Props & 
Costume Shop 


Distribution Services 
Financial Services 
Garnet Key 

LI.T.S. 

Mail Services 


Marketing 
Communications 


Office of the Rector 

Office of the 
Vice-Rector, 
Institutional 
Relations 


Physical Resources 
Public Relations 
Security Office 
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Student Accounts 
Office 


Student associations 


25th Anniversary 
Committee 


With special thanks to: 


Homecoming co-chair 
Alexander Carpini, 
Johanne de Cubellis, 
Beatrice Francis, Pina 
Greco, Kathy Hedrich, 
Kirk Johnson, Gabrielle 
Korn, Mary La Rocca, 
Heather Markaraf, 
Nancy Marrelli, Beatrice 


Simone, Danielle Skene, 


and Homecoming co- 
chair Lillian Vineberg. 








toronto 


On September 15, 38 Toronto faithful attended the Annual General 
Meeting. Alumni director Ann Vroom, assistant director Gabrielle 
Korn, BA 88, and CUAA president Elaine Arsenault, BA 83, presented 
an update on the university. Flo Yaffe, S BA 61, on behalf of the 
board, presented Ann with a parting gift as outgoing director. Officers 
and directors for the upcoming year were elected: President — Bob 
Hurtubise, S BA 71, MBA 97; Vice-Presidents — Louise Hourston, S 
BA 63, and Steve Galaxidas, BA 75; Treasurer — Maisie Wong, 
BCom 78; and Secretary — Marty Ginsherman, BA 76. Pictured at 
left: Louise Hourston, Lyn Cooke, BFA 90, BFA 95, GrDip 96, Bob 
Hurtubise, Maisie Wong, Ann Vroom, Elaine Arsenault, Jessica 
Zhang, MBA 98, Glenna Gibbons, MBA 91, and Flo Yaffe. 


Other chapter highlights: 

¢ Pub Night, September 23: More than 100 alumni and friends 
gathered at the Peel Pub for a fun-filled evening. Over $800 was 
raised towards the creation of a scholarship for an Ontario student 
attending Concordia. Many thanks to alumnus Frank Weshler, the 
owner of the Peel Pub, to Colin Anderson, BA 84, of Brick Breweries, 
and to all alumni who attended. 

e Wine Tour, October 16: Nineteen alumni and friends enjoyed a tour 
of the Konzelman Winery, a wine tasting lesson at the Pilletteri 
Winery and a taste of some interesting fruit wines at the Sunnybrook 
Winery, all in the Niagara Peninsula. A sunny day and view of the 
colourful southern Ontario foliage was an added bonus. 


Look out for these events in 2000: 

e Casino Rama, January 22, includes bus ride, food and wine, at no 
cost. Contact Louise Hourston, (416) 225-7422, 
louise.hourston@tdsb.on.ca 

¢ Chinese New Year, February 12, celebrate the Year of the Dragon, 
Bayview Gardens Chinese Restaurant. Contact Daniel Chan, (905) 
507-2456 

¢ Second Annual Sugaring Off Party, March 26: for ex-Montrealers 
who miss Cabane-a-Sucres, bring your spouse, kids and parents. 
Location and time to be determined. Contact Marty Ginsherman, 
(905) 889-7815, mgdl@intertlog.com 


Ottawa 


The 7th Annual Ottawa Alumni Business Networking Luncheon, 
October 15 at the RMOC, was another great success. More than 
200 people representing 25 alumni associations from across 
Canada heard guest speaker Barb McNally, Vice-President, 
Education and Human Resource Development, of the Ottawa Centre 
for Research and Innovation. In honour of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, a donation was made to Pink Ribbon Voices—Women Living 
with Cancer. 

A reminder: The Ottawa Chapter, with the assistance of the Office 
of University Advancement, has established a three-year bursary pro- 
gram designed to provide undergraduate students with a measure of 
financial aid. Each year, in the spring, a bursary will be awarded to a 
student from the Ottawa-Hull area who intends to study at 
Concordia. The ultimate goal is to provide a student scholarship for 
their full period of enrolment at Concordia. 








ANIM ELI IINEWS 


anna 

rh ar Sh ib ASE 
a (_ ) Y J el oS 
At the Annual Alumni Golf Tournament, . ~ 
August 23 at Le Mirage golf club, more ie 
than 150 golfers played a round of 18 oe oe 
holes and helped raise a new-high “ ) 
$13,000 for Concordia student \ 
scholarships. Its success allowed a . 
record number of Educational Grants to , we, 
be awarded. 

September 21 at the Mount Royal Club ve 
proved to be a memorable evening for the 
Loyola Alumni Association. At the Annual General ‘, 
Meeting, 10 worthy students were awarded $1,500 
Loyola Educational Grants. At far right, back row: Anthony Parr, Rob 
Vroom, Derek Brennan and Vincenzo Carpini; front row: Megan De 
Jean, president Claude St. Amour, Shawna Rose and Sarah Panunto. 
Absent were Jonathon McLaren, Paul Zaleski and Chantal Hurtubise, 
winner of the Laurie Brodrick Scholarship. 

Immediately after the AGM, more than 80 alumni and friends went 
upstairs for the Loyola Club Dinner, with guest speaker Canadian 
Supreme Court Justice John Major, L BCom 53, above. The 
Honourable Justice Major spoke on Canadian history. 





(WME 


Sir George 


At the third annual Concordia Book Fair, held September 6 and 7 in 
the McConnell Building Atrium, hundreds of browsers leafed through 
countless titles, helping to raise over $7,300 for the Emergency Food 
Voucher Program. At right, Association of Alumni Sir George Williams 
president David Brown, S BA 70, Concordia chaplain Peter Coté and 
Barbara Barclay, S BA 74, BEd 76, who organizes the Book Fair, 
which was her brainchild, were among the many volunteers who 
helped make it another resounding success. 


CUAA 


The 1999-2000 board members of the Concordia University Alumni 
Association met at the Forest and Stream Club in Dorval, August 27, 
for a day of motivation and planning. Among those enjoying 
themselves were (at right) Brigitte St. Laurent-Taddeo, BA 81, MA 
86, and Linda Pagani, BA 89. 








> on = 


The Concordia University Community [Ra CTT POV OIG NUTT ee OCCUCTCIRTGTik 
on HIV/AIDS, in Concordia’s Hall Building, Ri Rm. 1 10: Deadline: April 1, 2000. Five $1,500 grants will be awarded to full- 
e January 27, 2000: Dr. Peter Aggleton, time Concordia students at any level, whether undergraduate or 
graduate, and whether as entrance or in-course awards. Students 
who fulfil the University’s admission requirements and remain in 
good standing are eligible, with preference given to children and 


British sociologist and health expert: New Therapies, 
New Prevention Priorities 


e March 2, 2000: Martine Somda, Burkina Faso AIDS health grandchildren of active Loyola Alumni Association members. 
professional and activist: Initiatives communautaires Applications may be obtained as follows: 
contre le VIH en Afrique occidentale (en francais). undergraduate students: Financial Aid and Awards Office, 
Contact Diana Tegenkamp, (514) 848-4243, (514) 735-4203, (514) 848-3522 
or raspress@ican.net graduate students: School of Graduate Studies, (514) 848-3809 
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HOMECOMING 2000 


Come Celebrate Concordia University’s 25th Anniversary 


We have a whole weekend of fun I am interested in: 

| Being a class representative/ 
Organizing a reunion of my class of: 

If you're interested in seeing old friends ‘J Attending a reunion of my class of: 


planned and we hope you'll be part of it! 


and acquaintances at a 2000 reunion event, J Organizing or attending a reunion of my department, 
contact Cindy Hedrich, at (514) 848-3815 sports team, yearbook committee, etc. (please specify): 
fax: (514) 848-2826, or e-mail: J Attending events/lectures such as: 


chedrich@coral.concordia.ca. 


Name: 
For further details and dates, Address: 
check out our Homecoming website at Telephone: (home) (office) 
; , E-mail: 
http://alumni.concordia.ca/AlumWeb/Homecoming. html Biegreé land year 
Institution: 


Please return to: Homecoming 2000, Concordia University, 1455 de Maisonneuve West, Suite BC-101 
Montreal, QC H3G 1M8 @ Telephone: (514) 848-3815 © Fax: (514) 848-2826 © e-mail: chedrich@coral.concordia.ca 


PRICES FOR CONCORDIA ALUMNI. 


At Budget we have a soft spot for all Concordia Alumni. 
That's why we are offering you our lowest guaranteed 
rates - 365 days a year. Next time you need to rent 
a car simply call Budget at 5 1 4-938-1 000, tell us you 
are a Concordia graduate and we will automatically 
give you our lowest guaranteed rate. When you 


pick up your car you will need to show us your 
Alumni ID card. It's that simple. 


Budget 
Ma 


EO 
514-938-1000 





Some graduates in this listing 
have received more than one 
degree from Concordia, Sir George 
Williams and/or Loyola. These 
people are listed under their 
earliest year of graduation. 


6 Norman P. Goldman, 

S BA, received an LLL from 
Université de Montréal and has 
been a practising Notary for the 
past 33 years. He lives in Cote St. 
Luc with his wife, Liliane Azerad 
Goldman, BFA 85, a local artist 
and art instructor. Their son Dan 
is pursuing a BFA in Music, and 
their son Ron Goldman, BCom 
92, is now an executive. 


63 Bryna Levine-Cytrynbaum, 
S BA, received an MA in 
Early Childhood and Leadership 
Advocacy from the National-Louis 
University in Evanston, Ill, in 1986. 
She is now the Executive Director 
of the Jewish Reconstructionist 
Congregation in Evanston and has 
two children, Josh, pursuing a PhD 
in sociology at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and Pam, a journalist 
and visiting journalism professor. 


6 John Parisella, L BA, who 

is also a graduate of McGill 
and Harvard universities, was re- 
cently appointed President of 
Group BCP Ltd. in Montreal. He 
is Vice-Chairman of Concordia’s 
Board of Governors. 


Peter von Sass, S BCom, received 
an MBA in international business 
and finance from McGill in 1971. 
He is now Chairman and CEO of 
ECG Empire Capital Group in 
Edmonton. 


6 Kendall (Ken) Cleveland, S 
BA, retired in 1992 from the 
Canadian National Railways, and 
now works part-time. He served 
two years for the Engineering Stu- 


dents’ Association at Sir George, 
1967-68, under Gus Borovilos. Ken 
is separated with three sons and 
lives in Richmond, B.C. 


Graydon G. Watters, S BCom, is 
the President of Financial Knowl- 
edge Inc. in North York, Ont., 
which provides financial plan- 
ning, wellness and lifestyle educa- 
tion to more than 75 major 
Canadian corporations. He is also 
a seminar leader, author of four 
books and a motivational 
speaker. Graydon has three adult 
children and lives in Toronto. 


6 Richard Jones, L BSc, 

L BA 70, recently moved 
from Atlanta to Houston, Tex., to 
become Vice-President, Emerg- 
ing Businesses and Services, at Air 
Liquide America Corp., an indus- 
trial and medical gases manufac- 
turer. He and his wife, Lyn, have 
two daughters, Erica and Lindsay. 


Chris Scott, S BA, received a 





correction: 


Vancouver and Edmonton. 


diploma in education in 1980 and 
a diploma in special education in 
1984 from McGill. He and his 
wife, Charity, have moved to 
Ghana, West Africa, to become 
the hosts and innkeepers of Four 
Villages Inn. They have two adult 
children, Frank and Christianna. 
Chris writes, “Alumni are invited 
for a great African adventure.” 
scottash@hotmail.com 


30th Reunion 


J. Pierre Brunet, L BCom, 
has an MBA from Queen’s 
and a PhD from HEC. He took 
early retirement from Concordia’s 
Faculty of Commerce and Ad- 
ministration to become president 
and Chief Operating Officer of 
Moody Industries in Terrebonne, 
Que., a manufacturer of conveyor 
systems and aviation ground sup- 
port equipment. Pierre writes, 
“After 27 years of teaching man- 
agement, I finally get to apply the 
theories. It’s a blast.” 
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Galerie de la Ville in Dollard des Ormeaux presented an exhibition of 
mixed media collage by Patricia Srigley, BFA 85, July 2 to August 1, enti- 
tled Fragments. Pictured (from left): Watch and | bring My Garden with Me. 









In the Class Acts, September 1999, artist Charles Gagnon was 
incorrectly identified as BFA 95. The Charles Gagnon referred to is a 
veteran Montreal artist who has had solo exhibitions at the National 
Gallery of Canada, as well as galleries in Montreal, Toronto, 


Luc O. Frigon, S BCom, is 

a Supply Chain Manager at 
Global Tissue LLC, a bathroom 
tissue, napkin, facial tissue and 
towel manufacturer in Memphis, 
Tenn. He is married and has 
three boys and a girl. 


Richard Orawiec, L BSc (bio. 

& chem.), received a DDS from 
McGill in 1975. He opened up 
the Heritage Medical-Dental 
Centre in Aylmer, Que., with his 
wife, Erika Seeger, an M.D. They 
have two children, Emma and 
Andrew. Richard writes, “I am 
looking for medical doctors to 
take some of my wife’s patients, 
and I would like an associate so 

I can go fishing more often.” 


Adriana Farrace Walter, L BA 

(Spanish & Italian), is an Italian, 
Spanish and French teacher at 
Archbishop Ryan High School in 
Philadelphia, Penn. She writes, 

“I have been teaching in the same } i" 
school for 27 years and love it. J 
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STOP 


CONCORDIA 
“ACCOUNTING” 
ALUMNI 


We have 


TEMPORARY 
ASSIGNMENTS! 


Earn 30K up to 300K 


Immediate 
requirements for 


© Assistant Controllers 
© Intermediates & Seniors 
¢ Financial Analysts 
® Controllers 


¢ CFO'S and more! 


Throughout the Greater 
Toronto & surrounding areas. 


Bruce Singer CA. 
B.Comm, Concordia 1977 


Howard Maritzer 
B. Comm, Concordia 1977 


A piece of the puzzle is 


WAITING 
FOR YOU! 


Contact us today to see 
what we can do for you. 


PIU 


TEMPORARY SENIOR-LEVEL 
ACCOUNTING PROFESSIONALS 
1600 Steeles Ave. West, Suite 300 
Concord, ON L4K 4M2 

Tel: (905) 660-9550 

Fax: (905) 660-1051 

E-mail: resume@thepte.on.ca 
Visit our website at: 


Part Time 
& £ \ Controllers 


ww w.toronto.com/ptc 


for a current listing of positions. 
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Married husband Jack in 1980; 
have two great daughters, Leslie 
and Christina. Best recollection of 
college years: took a Spanish the- 
atre course and the play La Ce- 
lestina with professor Edna 
Ottolenghi. Would love to hear 
from anyone involved in that 
production or anyone who grad- 
uated around the same time.” 
“Asta 684” @aol.com 


| John Antaki, L BA, is Se- 

nior Project Manager for 
Shell Services International in 
Houston, Tex., managing large 
and critical Information Systems 
projects. He writes, “I got remar- 
ried on St. Patrick’s Day toa 
wonderful Texan. I’m learning 
advanced Spanish.” 


Barry Seltzer, S BA, is a lawyer in 
Toronto and is co-author with his 
brother, Erwin, of The Other “F” 
Word: A fart by any other name 
would smell as sweet (Prism Pub- 
lishing), a humorous collection of 
legal cases involving the passing 
of gas. Barry’s upcoming book is 
No One Should Have an Un- 
planned Death. 


Jeanne T. Supple, L BA (comm. 
arts), is divorced with two chil- 
dren, Aaron and Fiona, and lives in 
Lakeland, Fla. She writes, “I spent 
two years after graduation travel- 
ling the Middle East, where I met 
my first husband. I’ve had a variety 
of careers, my last five years as a li- 
censed massage therapist. I was the 
Communication Arts Student 
Guild President ’71-’72, when we 
held the first All Nite Horror Film 
Festival. I remember with great 
fondness Roger and Moira 
Humphries (where are you?), Ste- 
vie Donat, Don and Penny, Jerry 
Zell, Jean Fauteux and, especially, 
Prof. Dennis Murphy. Love to all 
and write if you can!” 


7 Muriel Davis, S BA 73, 

writes, “At age 83, my hus- 
band Harry and I have moved to 
B.C. to live with our son Eric, 
daughter-in-law Donna and three 
grandsons.” 


Stephen Morrissey, S BA (Eng.), 
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received an MA in English from 
McGill in 1976. He is now an 
English Professor at Champlain 
College in St. Lambert. In 1998, 
Stephen published Mapping the 
Soul: Selected Poems 1978-1998 
(The Muses’ Company), his sev- 
enth book of poems. 


7 Mike Campagna, L BA 

(comm. arts), is part owner 
of DNA Logistics, a trucking 
company in Toronto. He is mar- 
ried with three children and lives 
in Oakville. 


Carmen Carpentier, S BA (Fr. 
lang. & lit.), Cert (p.r. & journ.) 
84, received a Master’s in Trans- 
lation from Université de Mon- 
tréal in 1980. She is now a 
translator for her own company, 
Communications ZEST, in Pier- 
refonds. Carmen has a daughter 
and writes, “Ou es-tu, Normand 
Dumas?” zestenr@ibm.net 


Russ Read, L BSc, GrDip (inst. 
admin.) 80, MA 80, MA 92, re- 
cently became Director of Health 
Outcome Mapping for the phar- 
maceutical company Glaxo Well- 
come in Rural Hall, N.C. 


Keith Taylor, S BA (Cdn. stud- 
ies), received a BEd from the Uni- 
versity of Ottawa in 1975. Since 
1990 he has been a Foreign Ser- 
vice Officer, and is now posted to 
the Canadian High Commission 
in New Delhi, India, as First Sec- 
retary. Keith and his wife, Helen, 
have been married since 1975, 
and they have three daughters, 
Katherine, Jennifer and Margaret. 


25th Reunion 


Walter Markl, BSc (geol.), 
is Vice-President, Finance, 
at Novartis Pharma Canada in 
Dorval. He is married and has 
two boys, Chris and Kevin. He 
writes, “I’m looking to contact 
anyone from Loyola Geology 
°75.” walter.markl@pharma. 
novartis.com 


D. Lloyd Roberts, BCom, moved 
to Melbourne, Australia, in 1983. 


In 1986 he founded SMS Consult- 
ing Group, an IT management 
consultancy which employs 600 
people and has four offices in Aus- 
tralia and one in London, England. 
Lloyd remains CEO of the firm. 


7 Alexandra Gamulka, 
GrDip (teaching), retired 
from teaching and together with 
her husband, Lawrence Gamulka, 
S BCom 65, recently moved to 
Toronto to be closer to their 
grandchildren and children. 


Valerie Campbell-Ackroyd, 

BA (hist.), recently moved 
to Eastern Washington University 
in Spokane after working at 
McMaster and the University of 
Toronto. She and her husband, 
Richard, have one daughter, Lau- 
rie, and a cat. Valerie writes, “We 
love living in the Pacific North- 
west with its great climate and 
wonderful terrain.” 


Paulette Phillips, BA (poli. sci.), 
graduated from the Atlantic 
School of Theology in Halifax in 
1996. She was ordained as a 
United Church minister and 
moved to Rosedale United 
Church’s ministry in Calgary. 


7 Max Lipsman, BA (poli. 
sci. & soc.), received a BSW 
from McGill in 1980. He is now 
Director of Camp B'nai Brith — 
Riback, in Alberta. Max is mar- 
ried to Rochelle Kaplan and they 
have two daughters, Simmy and 
Kyla. He writes, “I’m returning 
after 20 years of work in commu- 
nity social and recreational ser- 
vices to my first love, residential 
camping. Every time I return 
home (Montreal) I make my way 
to Loyola, and I replay in my 
mind the wonderful years I spent 
there. I would love to hear from 
my many friends of yesteryear.” 
lipsmanm@cadvision.com 


7 Roberto Calderon, BEng 
(elec.), is the General Man- 
ager of KOBS Ice Cream in San 
Pedro Sula, Honduras. He is mar- 
ried and has four children. 
rocales@hotmail.com 





Antoinette Tummillo, BCom 
(mktg.), is Senior Vice-President 
— Corporate Real Estate, for 
CIBC in Toronto. She has been 
married for 15 years and has a 
boy and a girl. Antoinette writes, 
“T’m in touch (more or less) with 
former classmates Gerry Fras- 
cione, Patricia Mure, Walter 
Siouffi and Marika Hawraniak.” 


8] David O. Akhimien, BEng 
(elec.), completed a profes- 
sional course in television engineer- 
ing at BBC in London. He is now 
the Chief Engineer at the Nigerian 

Television Authority in Lagos. 
David is married with children and 
writes, “I’m glad I attended Con- 
cordia. I am quite fulfilled.” 


John Gancz, BA (SCPA), isa Y2K 
consultant in Ottawa at the House 
of Commons and an active technol- 
ogy volunteer with the West Que- 
bec School Board. He writes, “We 
were blessed with a son, James, in 
September 1998, who came to keep 
sister Samantha company. He and 
we are still recuperating.” 


8 Sheryl Dubois, BA (soc.), 

is a successful home-based 
research consultant in Dart- 
mouth, N.S. Her community ser- 
vice includes sitting on hospital 
and research ethics and sexual 
policy committees. Sheryl writes, 
“My guiding lights: daughters 
Elizabeth and Emma.” 


Christine (Whyte) Shea, BA (recr. 
& leisure and soc.), is Customer 
Services and Training-Team Leader 
at the Peel District School Board of 
Education in Mississauga, Ont. She 
writes, “I would like to get in touch 
with a roommate, Susan Brown, 
who was in my graduating class.” 


chris.shea@peelsb.com 


Kathy Simpkins, BA (comm. 
studs.), has been teaching deaf 
elementary schoolchildren in 
Langley, B.C., for 10 years. She 
recently completed the first year 
of an MEd in special education at 
the University of British Colum- 
bia. Kathy has been living in Ab- 
botsford since 1984, She writes, “I 





have done much volunteer work 
for the Royal Tyrrell Museum in 
Alberta. I also enjoy photography 
and gardening. I miss my old 
Stingers Hockey teammates — 
where are all you gals? I am also 
looking for a fellow grad, Wayne 
Roustan, who was working in 
Florida at TV and radio news sta- 
tions in the ’80s.” 
carkat@bc.sympatico.ca 


Claudine Ascher, BFA 83, 

had an exhibition of clay 
sculpture and drawing, entitled 
The Inner Limits, at Galerie de la 
Ville in Dollard des Ormeaux, 
October 14 to November 14. 
Claudine is the Director/Curator 
of Galerie de la Ville and teaches 
at Dollard Recreart and the Vi- 
sual Arts Centre in Montreal. 


Barbara (Weigl) Wester- 
horstmann, BA (trans.), after 
graduating worked one year for 
the UNDP in Thailand, then be- 
came a translator for the con- 
sulate of Zaire in Duesseldorf, 
Germany. She is married with 
three sons and one daughter. Bar- 
bara works part-time teaching 
English and French. She writes, “I 
would like to contact the 1980-82 
cheerleaders and all students or 
teachers who remember me.” we- 
haem@t-online.de 


Susie Mah, BFA, after 

working for 10 years as an 
art director in the film and televi- 
sion industry in Toronto, has re- 
tired from “show biz” to London, 
Ont. She hopes to start a new ca- 
reer as a children’s book illustra- 
tor. Susie just had her fourth 
child in September and writes, “I 
would love to hear from any of 
my former classmates.” 


Janet Mrenica, BA (urban studies), 
BCom 92, has her CMA designa- 
tion and is pursuing a Master’s in 
Public Administration at Carleton 
University in Ottawa. Since 1993, 
she has worked as a consultant in fi- 
nancial management. Janet writes, 
“Remember my son, Jean Se- 
bastien, who used to sleep on the 
CASA couch while meetings were 





going on? Now he’s 14 and an avid 
snowboarder and skateboarder!” 


Anne Pedicelli, BA (trans.), re- 
ceived an MA in Translation in 
1987, a Certificate in Public Rela- 
tions in 1993 and a Certificate in 
Advertising in 1995, all from Uni- 
versité de Montréal. She writes, “I 
have been transferred to France 
for three years, working in Cor- 
porate Internal Communications, 
in charge of the group intranet 
site, for AXA in Paris.” 


15th Reunion 


Brian Grechuk, BCom, is 
Operations Manager for 
APM Inc., a bottle packaging dis- 
tributor in Lachine. He and his 
wife, Sylvia Agg, BCom 81, have 
two daughters, Melanie and Lind- 
say, and live in LaSalle. 


Guillaume Savard, MEng (build- 
ing), is an architect and Branch 


Director for PNJP Project Manage- 
ment in Ottawa. He is also on the 
Board of Directors of the Associa- 
tion of Accrediting Agencies of 
Canada. gmsavard@sympatico.ca 


8 Steve Albanis, BA 
(psych.), received a 
Diploma in Management from 
McGill in 1990. He now works 
for the Centre Sheraton Hotel 
Montreal as a Conventions and 
Meetings Designer/Technician. 
Steve writes, “I invite all gradu- 
ates and their companies to hold 
all their events at our hotel. Our 
service is the best anywhere.” 


Lloyd Sevack, BEng (indust. & 
mech.), is now Director, Research 
& Development, of Lee Valley 
Tools in Ottawa. He is married to 
Cheryl Wallace-Sevack, and they 
have three daughters, Alexine, 
Lauren and Jenna. Lloyd writes, 
“T used to work in high tech at 


Today’s competitive job market requires up-to- 
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Computing Devices. I wanted a 
career change that mixed my pro- 
fessional background with per- 
sonal interest in woodworking, 
hence Lee Valley Tools, where 
I’ve been for 10 years. My other 
interests include horseback riding 
and downhill ski racing.” 
8 Gilbert Boyer, BFA, held a 
solo exhibition, Inachevée et 
rien d’Heroique, an installation 
evoking a construction site, at the 
Musée d’art contemporain de Mon- 
tréal, September 23 to November 7. 


Brian Gerstein, BCom (mktg.), is 
Marketing Manager for Cabletest 
International, a manufacturer of 
cable test equipment in 
Markham, Ont. Brian organizes 
and attends trade shows and is 
editor of the company newsletter. 
He married Deborah Rowe in 
1998. Brian writes, “We just 
bought a home north of Toronto 
but still miss the Laurentians.” 


Name 
Home address 


Telephone 


What subject? 
Name of employer 
Business address 


Telephone 


Married? Children? 


News and comments 


L 


| would like to volunteer for 


Gillian Langmead, BA (theol.), 
after graduating moved to Eng- 
land, then returned to Montreal. 
She volunteered at the Montreal 
Association for the Blind and re- 
ceived a certificate from the 
Canadian National Institute for 
the Blind. Gillian recently became 
a Braille transcriber at a school 
for the blind in Brantford, Ont. 


Jean-Francois Tremblay, BA 87, 
BFA (studio art) 95, exhibited his 
paintings at the show Vivre en 
éclats, at L’atelier Wilder & Davis, 
July 30 to August 30. 


Laura Yaros, BA (transl.), 

is pursuing an MA in Jew- 
ish Studies at McGill and works 
as an independent translator. She 
will be celebrating her 24th an- 
niversary with her life-partner, 
Beth Blackmore, S BA 75, in De- 
cember. Laura recently won the 
Fiszel (Phillip) Cola prize in Jew- 
ish Studies for her translation of a 
Yiddish story by Rokhal Korn. 





8 Jean-René Ello, BA (journ.), 

is Promotion and Market- 
ing Director for CHUM Group Ra- 
dio Ottawa. He writes, “Being 
immersed in the marketing and 
promotions for four radio stations 
leaves very little time for . . . doing 
laundry. Thank goodness for dry 
cleaning at Loblaws! It would be 
great to get in touch with alumni in 
the Nation’s Capital — even more 
so with my Class of ’89 Journalism 
gang. Remember those late nights 
in the Bryan Building? Enough 
said.” jrello@planetkool.com 


Chuck Geoffrion, BA (geol.), is 
the Director of Marketing at Fu- 
ture Electronics in San Jose, Calif. 
He writes, “The last 10 years have 
been very good. I’ve done lots of 
travelling, including a two-month 
sabbatical in Asia. I’m looking 
forward to the next 10 years.” 


Nick Grandmangin, BA (comm. 
studs.), received an MA in French 
literature from the University of 
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Sherbrooke. He now works in 
Sherbrooke as Account Manager 
at Groupe Everest, conseils en 
communication et marketing. 
Nick is married with one young 
child. He writes, “I wonder what- 
ever happened to my friends 
from communication studies — 
never did anything to get in touch 
till now, though. Mea culpa.” 
www3.sympatico.ca/metaconcept 


Judy (Shuttleworth) Langford, BA 
(broad. journ.), is Press Secretary 
for the Government of the North- 
west Territories in Yellowknife. 
She is married to Cooper Lang- 
ford, BA 85, GrDip (journ.) 88. 
Judy writes, “We share a house 
with two dogs, three cats and eight 
goldfish and would love to hear 
from J-school alumni.” 
judy.langford@excite.com 


10th Reunion 





Steve Rowe, BCom (fin.), is 
a blues guitarist and 20-year 
veteran of the eastern Canadian 
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blues scene. This past summer he 
performed at the Montreal Interna- 
tional Jazz Festival with his own 
band and material, and with local 
blues legend Jim Zeller. 


9 Sherrie Berdusco, MBA, 
after a successful career 
with major marketing compa- 
nies, started her own marketing 
consulting/strategic planning 
business in 1997. Her clients 
include Cadbury Chocolate and 
Labatt Breweries of Canada. 
Sherrie writes, “My business had 
to take a hiatus for the birth of 
my (and husband Chris 
Blackwell’s) first child, Spencer, 
in July 1998. I would be thrilled 
to hear from anyone from my 
class.” sherrieb@sprint.ca 


Caroline Jamet, BA, recently 
became Vice-President 
(Communications) for the 
Montreal film and TV company 
Motion International. She was 
previously Vice-President 
(Communications) for L’Equipe 
Spectra and the Montreal 
International Jazz Festival. 


Shannon Murphy, BSc (biol.), 
received an MSc in biology at 
Wayne State University in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., in 1994. He is now 
Operations Manager for NSF 
International, a third-party, not- 
for-profit health and safety certi- 
fication organization. Shannon 


The University community was shocked and saddened by the death on September 20, 1999, of Reginald K. Groome, O.C., 
chairman of Concordia’s Board of Governors. Reg Groome had truly been one of Montreal’s first citizens, lending his 
wisdom and considerable energy to education and the welfare of the young through his support of the international 

Scouting movement and his many years of volunteer work for Concordia. He joined the Board of Governors in 1980, 


is married to Rebecca O’Kray, 
and they have two children and 
are expecting their third. He 
writes, “Much of what I do 
revolves around water quality. I 
have given seminars across the 
world. Concordia was a great 
springboard. However, I wonder 
sometimes if it was the class- 
room or the crazy group of peo- 
ple that I met there that pre- 
pared me for the real world!” 


Eve M. Pankovitch, BFA, and 
Paul A. Gendron, BFA 92, 
returned to Montreal in 1998 
from Prince George, B.C., where 
they had worked for the 
University of Northern British 
Columbia. Eve is now a 
Coordinator at Concordia’s 
Institute for Co-operative 
Education. She writes, “Our 
daughter, Alice, just turned three 
this September. Paul is freelancing 
as a web/multimedia artist and is 
taking care of Alice at home.” 


Martine Spence, MBA, received 
her PhD in International 
Marketing from Middlesex 
University in London, England, 
this year. She is now a Senior 
Lecturer in Marketing and 
Programme Leader at the univer- 
sity. She is also a Visiting Lecturer 
at CERAM in Nice, France, and 
the University of Southern Europe 
in Monaco. Martine is married to 
Brad Spence and has two children. 





ES=— 
9? Desmond P. Burton- 
Williams, BA, received a 
Master’s of Public Administration 
from the University of North 
Carolina, Charlotte, and was 
inducted into the Phi Beta Delta 
Honor Society. He is now a 
Health Planner, Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse, for the 
Toronto District Board of Health. 
Des is also a 2nd Lieutenant — 
Administration in the Canadian 
Armed Forces (Reserves). 


Ron Goldman, BCom, after 
graduating completed an MBA 
at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in Troy, New York. He 
is now Marketing Director for 
Clemex Technologies, a software 
company in Longueuil, Que. 
Ron is married with one daugh- 
ter and lives in Cote St. Luc. 


Michael Grant, BCom (admin.), 
joined the Department of Foreign 
Affairs in 1994 as a 
Political/Economic Foreign Service 
Officer. Michael married Heidi 
Kutz of Calgary in July 1998. Both 
recently finished assignments in 
Argentina and returned to Ottawa. 
In November, Michael joined the 
Concordia Rugby Alumni Squad, 
the “Ex-Cons,” at the New York 
Rugby 7s Tournament. He writes, 
“This will be the 10th anniversary 
tour and promises to be every bit 
as intellectually stimulating as the 
previous nine.” 
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Reginald Groome, O.C., 1928-1999 


and was elected chairman in September 1992. The institution flourished under his guidance, 


A native Montrealer, Reg became manager of the Queen Elizabeth Hotel and subsequently president of Hilton 
Canada. However, it is for his volunteerism that he will be best remembered. Starting in 1946 and for many years 
afterwards, he was known to young Montrealers as “Uncle Reg,” the avuncular host of a local radio show. He 
received many awards for both his management skills and his public service, notably the Order of Canada in 1980. 


The grateful Scouting movement gave him its highest award, the Bronze Wolf, in 1996. 


Reg is survived by Christina, his wife of 46 years, their three sons, Reginald, Roderick and Richard, and their families. 
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Emmett Sean Kennedy, BFA, 
BCom (int'l. bus.) 96, lives in 
Pickering, Ont. He writes, “I’m 
looking to get in contact with old 
friends, professors, colleagues. Are 
any of you working in Toronto?” 
sean_mtl@hotmail.com 


Peggy O’Neill, BFA (edu.), 
GrDip (art ed.) 93, studied spe- 
cial education at McGill. She is 
now a resource teacher at the 
Lester B. Pearson School Board. 
Peggy is married to Sean Taylor, 
BSc 92, and recently had a son, 
Caelan. She writes, “I’m trying 
to find a friend and former 
classmate, Alia Toor.” 
staylo4@po-box.mcgill.ca 


qg Anne-Isabelle Cuvillier, BA 
(ECE), has taught at the 
Laurentian School Board, now the 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier School Board, 
since graduating. She teaches 
Grade 5 and in September 
received her tenure status. Anne- 
Isabelle writes, “I would love to 
hear from anyone who touched 
my life during my Concordia 
learning years. Teachers support- 
ing each other, networking and 
exchanging ideas are key to suc- 
cessful, enhancing and exhilarating 
teaching.” forstan@securenet.net 


David N. Hoffman, BA (soc., 
anthro. & mgmt.), is studying 
pre-optometry at a local college 
in San Juan Capistrano, Calif. 
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He writes, “There is a Concordia 
University up the road (a private 
Christian School) and many 
mistake my car window sticker 
for them. Concordia (Montreal) 
carries its good reputation even 
here as many have heard of the 
wonderful programs offered. 
San Juan C. is nice but Montreal 
is still one of the best cities in 
the world. Je me souviens!” 


g 4 D. Gregory Edwards, 


BCom, was recently pro- 
moted to Assistant Vice- 
President, FX Sales and Risk 
Management, for Citibank 
Canada in Toronto. He is 
responsible for bank clients in 


Quebec. 


Christina Fantis, BA (Spanish), 
is an Administrative Assistant 
with the Montreal telecommuni- 
cations firm TIW. She writes, 
“I'd love to hear from my old 
classmates, those who shared 
special moments in Prof. 
Macaluso and Prof. Antolin’s 
classes.” cfantis@mlink.net 


John Iwanic, MBA, is a 
Marketing and Sales Director at 
Orion Bus Industries in 
Mississauga, Ont. He writes, “I’m 
another statistic, another profes- 
sional, educated anglophone who 
has moved down the 401.” 


Patrick McCullough, BA (rel.), 
received an MBA in August 
from the University of Southern 
Mississippi in Hattiesburg. For 
the past three seasons he was an 
assistant football coach for the 
school team, which won two 
conference titles and two bowl 
berths. Patrick recently became 





John P. Murray, BA (poli. sci.), 
received a law degree from McGill 
in 1998. He is now a lawyer with 
Daniel’s Law Firm in Boston, 
Mass. John and his wife, Marianne 
Jobson, BCom 90, BA (ECE) 94, 
have a young son, Owen Patrick, 
and live in Marston Mills. 


Gregoire Tkacz, Jr., BA (econ.), 
received a PhD in economics from 
McGill and is now a Senior 
Analyst at the Bank of Canada in 
Ottawa. He writes, “I will be mar- 
rying Helen Heukshorst in August 
of 2000, and look forward to hear- 
ing from former economics co-op 
students.” gtkacz@bank-banque- 
canada.ca 


5th Reunion 


Christine Costigan, 
BCom (intl. bus. & 
mktg.), is currently a partner at 
Addition 2000 in Toronto, 
where she is a Personnel 
Recruitment Specialist in sales, 
marketing and management. She 












ASS. 


lives in Mississauga. 


Annie Courtemanche, BA 
(hist.), BSc (geol.) 98, is a geolo- 
gist at BP Amoco in Calgary. She 
writes, “I would like to get in 
touch with Rafael Carazo. We 
went to school together at El 
Liceo Franco Costaricence in 
Costa Rica in 1982-83.” 
manchecourte@hotmail.com 


Jennifer (D’Silva) Lee, BCom 
(int'l. bus.), after graduating 
worked in Korea for a year 
through AIESEC’s job exchange 
program. She met her future 
husband there (they were mar- 
ried in Montreal in June 1998), 
then moved to Phoenix, Ariz. 
Jennifer is Assistant to the CEO 
of Forever Living Products 
International. She writes, “Any 
AIESECers, especially those 
involved between 1992 and 
1995, please let me know who 
you are and where you are!” 
jdslee@home.com 


ried to Candace Anne Mailhot. 


Giuseppe “Joe” Masi, BA (poli. 
sci.), works for Quality Control, 
ISO standards, for McAsphalt 
Industries, an asphalt manufactur- 
er in Montreal. He has been mar- 
ried to Lucy Tomasetta for eight 
years, and they have two boys, 
Steven James and Anthony Joseph. 


Albert A. Zbily, BCom (int'l. 
bus.), is an Economist for the 
Canadian Department of 
Finance in Ottawa, responsible 
for Canada’s Aid Policy to Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
through the Inter-American 
Development Bank and the 
Caribbean Development Bank. 
He writes, “New region, new 
language, new adventure, but 
always fun. I would love to hear 
from former classmates or other 
alums.” azbily@hotmail.com 
9 Jody Crozier, BCom 
(MIS), became a 
Management Consultant for 
Pricewaterhouse Coopers in 


UDOS 


Normand Mailhot, L BA 64, was recently appointed Canada’s 
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia. After receiving an MA 
from the University of Toronto in 1967, he joined the Department of 
External Affairs, and has served abroad in Hong Kong, Beijing, 
Bogota, Seoul and Islamabad. Since 1997, he has been Director, 
Communications Strategies and Planning Division, at the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and International Trade in Ottawa. Normand is mar- 


an Industry Analyst, covering 
emerging technologies, for 
AT&T in Basking Ridge, N.J. He 
writes, “I’m looking forward to 
getting a break from the 
Mississippi heat, and being clos- 
er to home (Verdun). I would 
love to hear from alumni in the 
central N.J. area, or any former 
} () Stinger teammates.” 
pat_mccullough@hotmail.com 


Siobhan Harty, BA (poli. sci.) 89, received a Rhodes Scholarship and 
completed an MA at Oxford University in 1991 and a PhD in Political 
Science at McGill in 1998. She was awarded the Governor General's 
Gold Medal by McGill in 1999 as well as the Prix d’Excellence de 
‘Académie des Grands Montréalais for her dissertation on Catalan 





nationalism and republicanism. Siobhan is now a Killam Postdoctoral 


Fellow at Dalhousie University. She writes, “Together with my husband, 
Russell, we're loving the friendly and easy life in Halifax.” 
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Boston, Mass., in January. She 
had previously worked for three 
years with STS Information 
Systems in Montreal. 


Capt. Andrew B. Godefroy, BA 
(hist.), received an MA in War 
Studies, with honours, from the 
Royal Military College in 
Kingston, Ont., in May 1999, A 
recipient of the Department of 
National Defence Security and 
Defence Forum Scholarship, he 
has been accepted as a doctoral 
candidate at RMC and plans to 
continue his studies in space tech- 
nology and national security. 
Andrew recently published his first 
book, For Freedom and Honour? 
(CEF Books, 1998). Andrew works 
with the Directorate of Space 
Development at National Defence 
Headquarters in Kingston. 


Thomas Moll, BA (journ.), 
graduated from the John Abbott 
College Nursing program last 
year and was the class valedicto- 
rian. He is now an emergency 
room and acute-care nurse at 
the Lakeshore General and 
Jewish General hospitals in 
Montreal. Thomas writes, “My 
wife and I are expecting our first 
child in December.” 


Giovanni Pallotta, BCom 
(mktg.), is Territory Manager for 
Petro-Canada in Oakville, Ont. 
Giovanni writes, “It’s surprising 
to see how many Concordia 
Commerce graduates are here in 
Toronto. Being involved in the 
CMSA and the Marketing Case 
Competition at the 96 
Commerce Games gave me skills 
and confidence and the opportu- 
nity to meet some great people. 
I'd love to hear from some 
CMSA executives past or pre- 
sent.” gpallott@petro-canada.ca 


Annie Trudel, BA (transl.), is a 
translator at the Montreal adver- 
tising agency PALM Publicité 
Marketing. She lives in 
Lennoxville, Que., and writes, “I 
also do freelance translation and 
| would be happy to help 





Concordia alumni with any of 
their translation needs.” 
annie.trudel@palm.ca 


q Dana Chamas, BCom 

(mktg. & int’l. bus.), 
works with Conceptis 
Technologies in Montreal as an 
Internet Medical Marketing 
Associate, creating medical web- 
sites, working on events plan- 
ning and long-distance learning, 
and implementing long-term 
marketing plans. She writes, “I 
feel like I’ve learned so much in 
my last three years.” 


Tanya Evanson, BA (Eng. lit. & 
creat. writing), is a Projects 
Manager, marketing materials 
and multimedia, at the 
International Language Schools 
of Canada in Vancouver. She 
spent some time in South 
America studying “life” and now 
lives in Vancouver. Tanya writes, 
“T am fulfilled in my work and 
am active in the Vancouver liter- 
ary community as a writer and 
spoken word artist.” 


Wendy Furtenbacher, BFA (art 
hist.), is the Corporate 
Development Coordinator for 
the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony. She writes, “I’m 
enjoying K-W, listening to one 
of the country’s best orchestras.” 


Zoran A. Kahric, BEng (elec.), is 
an Electrical Engineer for Trex 
Medical in Boston, Mass., 
designing X-ray cardiac 
catheterization equipment. He is 
also pursuing a master’s at 
Boston University and hopes to 
graduate next summer. Zoran 
and his wife, Natasa, have a 
young daughter, Ursula, and live 
in Marlborough, 


a John Hazen, BCom 

(MIS), is MIS Director for 
Group B Clothing in Burbank, 
Calif. He writes, “I’m living and 
working in Los Angeles only six 
months after graduation, surfing 
in the Pacific after work and 
making U.S. dollars.” 
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NOTICE 


Concordia University Alumni Association 
announces a 


Call for Nominations 
for the 2000-2002 Board of Directors 


All graduates and members of the Concordia University commu- 
nity are invited to tender nominations. 
Nominations must be accompanied by: 
* nominee’s CV 
* letter of recommendation by the nominator 
To be eligible for nomination, a person must be an alumnus/a of 
Concordia University, Loyola College or Sir George Williams 
University, and may not be registered as an undergraduate stu- 
dent at Concordia University. 
Nominations should be sent to: 
CUAA Nominating Committee 
1455 de Maisonneuve Boulevard West 
Suite BC-101, Montreal, QC H3G 1M8 
or be faxed to: (514) 848-2826, or 
e-mail: mponte@coral.concordia.ca 
Submissions must be sent by March 17, 2000. 
For information, call (514) 848-3825 
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Warren (Monty) J. Montabone, L BA 28, passed away 
September 27, 1999, in Kars, Ont. He competed in two Olympic 
games for Canada, 1924 Paris and 1928 Amsterdam, as a 110- 
and 400-metre hurdler, and officiated at the opening of the 
Australian pre-summer games gala this September. Monty is 
survived by his children, Sue, Carol and Bob. He was 96. 


Gilbert Drolet, L BA 52, passed away on August 25, 1999, in 
Montreal. He was emeritus professor of literature at College mil- 
itaire royal de St-Jean and served in Korea with the Canadian 
Airborne Forces. Gilbert is survived by his wife, Jeanne and chil- 
dren, Marie, Michelle, Paul, Pierre and Sylvie. 


Kevin M. Smyth, L BA 57, passed away on June 28, 1999, in 
Montreal. He was a Senior Partner with the law firm Lavery, de 
Billy. Kevin is survived by his wife, Dionysia, and son, Michael. 


Ian R. Fraser, S BA 66, passed away on May 7, 1999, in 
Wolfville, N.S. He also had a BEd from MacDonald College. Ian 
taught in schools in Montreal, Toronto and Nova Scotia. 


Edward Brian Markland, S BCom 66, passed away on September 
29, 1999, in Montreal. He had taught in the Department of 
Accountancy at Sir George Williams, then Concordia, from 1962 
until his retirement two years ago. Brian is survived by his wife, 
Barbara, and daughters Sheila, Sandra, Brenda and Pamela. 


Dr. William I. (Bill) Midvidy, S BEng 69, passed away on March 
1, 1999, in Toronto. He is survived by his wife, Rebecca Tayar- 
Midvidy, S BSc 68, and sons Daniel and Eric. Bill was 53. 


James Sears, BA 89, passed away suddenly on October 16, 1999, 
in Montreal. He was a devoted teacher at Montreal’s Royal Vale 
High School. James is survived by his mother, Madeleine, sister, 
Natalie, and brother, David. He was 38. 
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Giving our alumni their full due 


BY ANN VROOM 


aving chaired my final meeting 

of this magazine’s editorial ad- 

visory board and overseen 
Concordia’s tenth — and my last — 
Homecoming, it seems appropriate to 
reflect on the past decade of alumni re- 
lations and the role our graduates play 
at this University. In a phrase, “You've 
done us proud.” 

Alumni have always been a vital re- 
source for Concordia, though their 
value has perhaps not always been fully 
appreciated by the University or them- 
selves. We've heard too often, “Alumni 
just return to campus to party,” or “The 
University only calls us when they want 
money.” Sure, graduates come back to 
socialize, but they also flock to Concor- 
dia for further education, retraining, 
networking and career advice — and 
many to give something back to their 
alma mater, which gave them that most 
valuable of assets, an education. And 
the University needs alumni support in 
numerous ways other than financial: as 
ambassadors in the community-at- 
large, student recruiters both locally 
and abroad, advisers on faculty and ad- 
ministrative boards, advocates in busi- 
ness and government, and mentors and 
employers of our students. 

The Alumni Office’s primary role has 
been to create traditions and opportu- 
nities to foster this support and encour- 
age interaction among alumni, students 
and faculty. These vehicles include the 
annual Homecoming, which has grown 
in attendance, breadth and quality; the 
yearly Concordia Alumni Recognition 
Awards honouring alumni, faculty and 
students, and the prestigious Loyola 
Medal which recognizes outstanding 
Canadians, are a source of profound 
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pride; the Convocation Grad Finale cel- 
ebrating our students’ academic 
achievements; two Concordia alumni 
directories, a valuable networking tool 
for graduates and updating source for 
the University; the new alumni on-line 
career services; and an active network of 
15 alumni chapters worldwide, with 
graduates eager to help their alma 

mater and other alumni. 

Our three alumni associations have 
sought ways to be of greater service to 
students, through a mentor program 
(now on-line and also available 
to alumni), participation in 
career fairs and the establish- 
ment of educational grants 
and endowments. The Sir 
George and Loyola alumni 
associations have worked 
diligently to preserve the her- 
itage of our founding institutions: 
the bronze bust installation of SGW lu- 
minaries in the Hall building and active 
involvement in the revitalization of the 
Loyola campus are but two examples. All 
three associations played their part — as 
did thousands of individual alumni — in 
making Concordia’s Campaign for a 
New Millennium a resounding success 
by pledging more than $500,000 for li- 
braries and student scholarships. 

Of course, alumni socializing has not 
completely disappeared — there is, af- 
ter all, that “party people” reputation to 
uphold — but oyster parties and the- 
atre evenings have given way to dinners 
with noted speakers, annual events 
whose proceeds provide student schol- 
arships, and that crown jewel of CUAA 
fun/fundraising initiatives, the gala 
Molson Centre EXTRAvaganza in fall 
98. This day of skating and hockey fun 
was capped by an auction that raised 
$95,000 and Concordia’s profile 
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The University 
needs alumni support 
in numerous ways other 
than financial 


throughout Montreal. And though they 
said that could never be topped, our 
alumni mounted the theatrical perfor- 
mance of the quarter century at Home- 
coming 99, with a satirical retelling 

of the Loyola/Sir George merger in 
Ignatius & Georgina’s Comedy Wedding. 
It was magical. 

A sense of belonging and pride of af- 
filiation are what make alumni invalu- 
able to their alma maters. Nowhere is 
this more true than at Concordia. 

Throughout my 10 years as alumni 
director, meeting thousands of 
graduates locally and abroad, 
I have been constantly 

struck by the depth of feel- 

ing they have for this insti- 

tution. Their expressions 
of affection and gratitude to 
their alma mater — be it 
Concordia, Loyola or Sir George 
— are quite simply remarkable. This 
feeling was summed up by an alumnus 
who wrote recently to thank me for his 
invitation to our gala evening naming 
the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. He re- 
ferred to a brief conversation between 
the jazz great and his mother, after 
which “... my mother went to bed 
with a twinkle in her eye. This Concert 
Hall will enhance Concordia’s academic 
place within the university community 
far into the next millennium. Concor- 
dia is continuing to outdo itself, and I 
am proud to be one of its alumni.” 

Concordia must nurture and recog- 
nize this precious alumni sentiment, 
and continue to find meaningful roles 
for its alumni to play in the life of the 
University. Failure to do so would be a 
waste of a most precious resource. 
After 10 years as Director of Alumni 
Affairs, Ann Vroom is now Concordia’s 
Executive Director of Recruitment. @ 
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Commerce Placement Centre 


Call Maureen Huddleson today at (514) 848-4285 


Email: placementcentre@mercato.concordia.ca Fax: (514) 848-4298 


Web: www-commerce.concordia.ca/place.htm 
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